[Regenerative medicine].
Regenerative medicine can be defined as the possibility to replace aged/damaged cells by genetically similar young and functional cells. This could be reached by using human embryonic stem cells, eventually from cloned human embryos, or pluripotent adult stem cells. The range of the possible differentiation fates of these latter cells has recently been shown to be strikingly large. Although considerable works remains necessary to develop this new type of medicine, to assure its efficacy and safety, it nevertheless represents one of the major medical breakthroughs expected for the future.